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We are delighted to present this Draft Wicklow Outdoor Recreation Plan for public consultation. 

This an excerpt of the full Plan. It contains the draft statement of priorities, ambition and action plan to improve outdoor recreation in County 
Wicklow over the next 5 years. 

We would love to hear what you think, please send your comments and feedback by email to fiona@out -scape.com .

The consultation will close on 30 May 2025 at 5pm.  We appreciate your time in contributing to this process and value your input. 

Thank you.

Please note:

¶ The Plan has been prepared by Outscape on behalf of Wicklow Sports and Recreation Partnership and Wicklow County Council.
¶ The development of the Plan was managed by a steering group of representatives from Wicklow Sports and Recreation Partnership, Wicklow 

County Council, County Wicklow Partnership, Coillte, NPWS and the Wicklow Outdoor Recreation Stakeholder Forum.
¶ The Plan was supported by the Department of Rural and Community Development (DRCD) and has been produced in compliance with the 
ћ]ƨŔĬĲũŔŰĲƚШŉŸƖШƣőĲШ?ĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣШŸŉШ9ŸƨŰƣǃШ§ƨƣĬŸŸƖШÅĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰШÂũċŰƚќЮ

¶ The Plan is the output of extensive consultation with stakeholders at a national, county and local community level.
¶ This is a DRAFT, your feedback will be considered before the Plan is finalised and launched.

mailto:fiona@out-scape.com
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Strategic priorities statement:

The priority for outdoor recreation in County Wicklow over the next five years is to adequately resource the 
management and maintenance of existing infrastructure, sustainably enhance and diversify opportunities 
and heighten awareness to facilitate life-long benefits to all, while protecting the natural environment 



Strategic objectives

Blessington Lakes, courtesy Fáilte Ireland

ÑŸШƓƖŸƣĲĦƣШìŔĦťũŸƽќƚШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣШċŰĬШőĲƖŔƣċŊĲШƣőƖŸƨŊőШĤĲƣƣĲƖШƓũċŰŰŔŰŊЯШĬĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣШċŰĬШůċŰċŊĲůĲŰƣШŸŉШŸƨƣĬŸŸƖШ
recreation

Environment 
and heritage

ÑŸШƓƖŸƣĲĦƣЯШĬŔƻĲƖƚŔŉǃШċŰĬШĲŰőċŰĦĲШċĦĦĲƚƚШƣŸШìŔĦťũŸƽќƚШŸƨƣĬŸŸƖƚЯШŉŸƖШƣőĲШĤĲŰĲŉŔƣШŸŉШċũũAccess

To maintain a co-ordinated, cohesive approach across Wicklow to ensure best use of our resourcesLeadership

ÑŸШŔůƓƖŸƻĲШƣőĲШťŰŸƽũĲĬŊĲЯШƚťŔũũƚЯШċŰĬШĲǂƓĲƖƣŔƚĲШŸŉШìŔĦťũŸƽќƚШƚƣċťĲőŸũĬĲƖƚШċŰĬШƓċƖƣŰĲƖƚExpertise

To increase ċƽċƖĲŰĲƚƚШŸŉШìŔĦťũŸƽќƚШŸƨƣĬŸŸƖШƖĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰШŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣŔĲƚШċŰĬШőŸƽШƣŸШĲŰŢŸǃШƣőĲůШƖĲƚƓŸŰƚŔĤũǃAwareness

To increase and support the number of people active in the outdoors across Wicklow, especially young people and 
under-represented groupsOpportunities
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Leadership

Why is this important?

EůĤƖċĦŔŰŊШfƖĲũċŰĬќƚШ§ƨƣĬŸŸƖƚЯШfƖĲũċŰĬќƚШ ċƣŔŸŰċũШ
Outdoor Recreation Strategy, calls out the need for a 
joined-up and cohesive approach to outdoor 
recreation at a County level through the introduction 
of:

A County Outdoor Recreation Committee 
(CORC)
A County Outdoor Recreation Stakeholder 
Forum, feeding into the decisions of the CORC

Leading the way, Wicklow has already established 
these governance structures and collaborative 
partnerships. In 2013, we published the first County 
outdoor recreation strategy in Ireland and 
established the Wicklow Outdoor Recreation 
Committee (WORC). In 2023, we set up our Outdoor 
Recreation Stakeholder Forum. 

Governance is working well in Wicklow as 
demonstrated by the rate of outdoor recreation 
ĬĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣШŔŰШƖĲĦĲŰƣШǃĲċƖƚЮШ§ŰШċƻĲƖċŊĲЯШқΝůŔũũŔŸŰШ
per year has been granted to projects in Wicklow 
ĤĲƣƽĲĲŰШΞΜΞΝШċŰĬШΞΜΞΟШĤǃШ?Å9?ќƚШ§ƨƣĬŸŸƖШ
Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) .

Our success is attributable to the multi-agency 
collaboration and individual relationships built up 
over many years. In particular, the County Wicklow 
Partnership (CWP) stands out as a key driver and 
delivery agent of outdoor recreation working at all 
ũĲƻĲũƚШƽŔƣőШƚƣċƣĲШĤŸĬŔĲƚЯШ ]§ќƚЯШũċŰĬŸƽŰĲƖƚЯШĦũƨĤƚШ
and local communities. The County Wicklow 

What is our ambition?

Our ambition for the next 5 years is that the 
governance and delivery mechanisms for outdoor 
recreation thrive and continue to be successful and 
effective. To do this requires: 

Greater recognition of the people and 
partnerships that deliver and manage outdoor 
recreation.
An increase in the capacity and resources 
dedicated to outdoor recreation.

Key to delivering this Plan will be regularising and 
increasing the capacity of the existing roles and 
teams who deliver, manage and maintain outdoor 
recreation day-to-day, such as the County Wicklow 
Partnership and the Wicklow Trail Maintenance 
Team.

We will advocate for more administrative support for 
outdoor recreation within Wicklow County Council 
and a County Outdoor Recreation Officer in Wicklow 
ÉƓŸƖƣƚШċŰĬШÅĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰШÂċƖƣŰĲƖƚőŔƓШƣŸШћċĦƣŔƻċƣĲШƣőĲШ
ĦċƓŔƣċũќШŔŰŉƖċƚƣƖƨĦƣƨƖĲШċŰĬШĦŸ-ordinate and drive the 
implementation of this Plan.

It is also our ambition to improve the efficacy of 
Wicklow Outdoor Recreation Committee with the 
aim of being more action-focused and to grow and 
strengthen our Stakeholder Forum to ensure as wide 
a range of interests are represented as possible.

To maintain a 
co-ordinated, 
cohesive 
approach 
across 
Wicklow to 
ensure best 
use of our 
resources

Brittas Bay, courtesy Celtic Routes

Partnership is well positioned as an independent 
and neutral broker for outdoor recreation and 
should retain this role going forward. 

To continue this success, the stakeholders 
developing and managing outdoor recreation 
(Wicklow County Council, Wicklow Sports & 
Recreation Partnership, NPWS, Coillte and CWP) 
need more capacity and financial support.

Our landscapes, particularly the Wicklow 
Mountains, shoulder the majority of the outdoor 
recreation demand from Dublin (residents and 
tourists) and other neighbouring counties. 

Our organisations, teams and partnerships that 
develop, manage and promote outdoor recreation 
need greater recognition, capacity and resourcing 
to not just maintain the current position, but to 
sustainably improve the outdoor recreation 
services we deliver primarily for the benefit of our 
environment and local communities and secondly 
for out-of-County visitors and recreation users.

Wicklow County Outdoor Recreation Plan
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Leadership actions

Action Lead delivery 
organisation

Timescale Stakeholders

1.1 Put in place an appropriate resourcing structure within County Wicklow Partnership (e.g. regularisation of 
posts and increasing staff) to sustain and secure the enhancement and management of outdoor recreation 
over the next 5 years

CWP, WCC 2027 Å DRCD
Å WORC

1.2 Secure funding to appoint a County Outdoor Recreation Officer (ORO) to lead and co-ordinate the Wicklow 
Outdoor Recreation Committee (WORC) and Stakeholder Forum and drive forward the implementation of the 
County Outdoor Recreation Plan (CORP)

WSRP 2027 Å DRCD
Å Sport Ireland

1.3 Review the staffing structure within Wicklow County Council with a view to enhancing the admin support 
provided to outdoor recreation

WCC 2025

1.4 Review the structure of WORC with the intention of improving its efficacy and to be more action-focused WORC 2026 Å Stakeholder Forum

1.5 Grow the Outdoor Recreation Stakeholder Forum to ensure as wide a range of interests are represented as 
possible

WORC 2025 Å Stakeholder Forum

1.6 Increase the capacity and support the work of the Wicklow Trail Maintenance Team CWP 2025 onwards Å WCC
Å Coillte
Å NPWS

1.7 ĬƻŸĦċƣĲШŉŸƖШċŰШŔŰĦƖĲċƚĲШŔŰШ ÂìÉќƚШƖĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰШůċŔŰƣĲŰċŰĦĲШƖĲƚŸƨƖĦĲNPWS 2027 Å WORC

1.8 Advocate for the creation of a Parks Dept in Wicklow County Council WCC 2026 Å WORC

1.9 ÂƖĲƓċƖĲШċШƓũċŰШċŰĬШƨŰĬĲƖƣċťĲШċШƖĲƻŔĲƽШĲƻĲƖǃШΞШǃĲċƖƚШƣŸШĲƻċũƨċƣĲШƓƖŸŊƖĲƚƚШċŰĬШŔůƓċĦƣШŸŉШƣőŔƚШÂũċŰќƚШĬĲũŔƻĲƖǃWORC 2025 onwards Å Stakeholder Forum
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Environment and heritage

Why is this important?

ìŔĦťũŸƽќƚШƖŔĦőШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣШŉĲċƣƨƖĲƚШŰċƣŔŸŰċũũǃШ
important landscapes and diverse habitats 
comprising mountain peaks and valleys, forests, 
woodlands, rivers, lakes and coastline, all of which 
provide popular destinations for a wide range of 
outdoor recreation activities for residents and out-
of-County visitors. 

Enjoying time in these natural landscapes and 
connecting with nature is a core motivator for 
outdoor recreation participation. Therefore, quality 
outdoor recreation relies on a healthy and 
sustainable natural environment.

However, many habitats are finite assets and are 
vulnerable to disturbance and destruction caused by 
outdoor recreation, for example as a result of poor 
planning, irresponsible use, social media, low 
awareness and/or inappropriate/ineffective visitor 
management. 

The Upland Path Condition Survey (2022) and the 
Glendalough & Wicklow Mountains Visitor 
Experience & Management Plan (2023) both 
demonstrate the negative impact that intense 
recreation has had on our environment and local 
communities. Both recommend interventions 
relating to visitor management and improving the 
experience with the goal of protecting and preventing 
further damage to our unique natural and built 
heritage. Examples include decommissioning some 
uplands paths in favour of habitat restoration, and 
the Wicklow Mountains Trails Dispersal Strategy.

Now is the time for Wicklow to be proactive in visitor

management and implement sustainable 
approaches in the planning, design and 
development of infrastructure that:

Protects and enhances our natural and built 
heritage environment. 
Benefits local communities, and
Caters for the needs and preferences of 
visitors/recreation users.

A proactive approach will require better 
understanding of user behaviour and recreation 
impact, generated through research and surveys, 
empowering decision makers with evidence, 
knowledge and confidence (see Expertise).

All stakeholders in the County have a shared 
responsibility to protect the natural environment, 
including those habitats and species designated and 
protected by legislation, which include Wicklow 
Mountains National Park, many Natura 2000 sites, 
six Nature Reserves and 35 proposed Natural 
Heritage Areas (pNHAs). 

It is imperative that the environment is the central 
consideration of all outdoor recreation planning and 
development in the future and delivering the actions 
of this Plan.

It is also important that people are aware of and 
appreciate the value and fragility of our environment 
and biodiversity and understand the impact they can 
have on it (intentionally and unintentionally) through 
outdoor recreation. By educating and raising 
awareness of responsible use, we are creating the 
ŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣǃШƣŸШŔŰŉũƨĲŰĦĲШƓĲŸƓũĲќƚШĦőŸŔĦĲƚШċŰĬШ
behaviour (see Awareness section).

To protect 
�®���è�'�+�:�•�
�\�Ù
environment 
and heritage 
through better 
planning, 
development 
and 
management 
of outdoor 
recreation

Seal Rocks Lighthouse, courtesy Celtic Routes

What is our ambition?

§ƨƖШċůĤŔƣŔŸŰШŔƚШƣŸШƓƖŸƣĲĦƣШƣőĲШ9ŸƨŰƣǃќƚШƚƓĲĦŔċũШ
environment and heritage through better planning, 
development and management of outdoor 
recreation. 

Decisions will be taken to ensure the integrity of 
ìŔĦťũŸƽќƚШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣШċŰĬШőĲƖŔƣċŊĲШƽŔũũШĤĲШ
complemented - not compromised т by outdoor 
recreation.

We will do this by:

Utilising, or contributing to the delivery of, 
existing plans such as the Upland Path 
Condition Survey and Wicklow Mountains Trails 
Dispersal Strategy. 
Prioritising the maintenance and enhancement 
of existing access and infrastructure before 
developing new, including upland path and trail 
maintenance.
Leading by example in responsible recreation 
ċŰĬШŔůƓũĲůĲŰƣŔŰŊШћĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣШŉŔƖƚƣќШƻŔƚŔƣŸƖШ
management approaches at key sites suffering 
ŉƖŸůШћŸƻĲƖ-ƖĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰќЮ
Awareness-raising and education on 
responsible use of the outdoors.

Key to achieving this ambition will be:

Continued collaboration with NPWS, the 
County Biodiversity Officer and Heritage 
Officer.
Increasing the number of outdoor recreation 
staff in County Wicklow Partnership and 
Wicklow County Council.
Securing additional financial resource which 
may involve self-funding initiatives, for example 
through event participation fees. 
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